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This opinion.contains indications relating to the following items; 



E Box Mo. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ BoxNo. JV 
^ Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opink)n with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

^^if ^*^!f1!®"* 43Ws.1{a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 'naustriai 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the International appllcatfon 



□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the International application 
FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination Is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be p 
wntten opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEAT H^vrthifd^esiot™!^ there 
tfie app leant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen I PEA has noW^^ 
l~;si cSr^^^ "P^"'^'^ lntemaSar!LTAuS^^^^^^^ 

«. Smi?£!".K " ! Dc^ provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant Is invited to 
siibmrt to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, beforM^ expi at on^^^^^ 

For further options, see Fomi PCTyiSAy220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCTyiSA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 




European Patent Office ■ P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 

NL-2280 HV Rijswijk - Pays Bas 

Tel, +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 

Fax:+3170340-3016 



Authorized Officer 

Herljgers, J 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-2226 



Form (PCT^SA^T) (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



10/584701 

International application No. 
PCTyDK2004^00898 



^nR8C'dFCT/PtQ22JUN 2006 



Box No. r Basts of the opinion 

1. Wrth regard to the language this opinion tias been established on the basis of the International aDDllcation in 
the language m which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. '"^«"^»^'°"ai appucation in 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original languaqe into the followina 
Sfules ll!fanV2l.n2?r' °' ' PuiposVof selrch^"""" 

^' ^"^"^ sequence disclosed in the international application and 

necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: ^'^'f^''^^^" 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ In written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

O filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsecfuently to this Authorfiy for the purposes of search. 

^ ° l!lf r.i!L^®^^^®u^^^ o"" copy of a sequence listing and/br table relatina thereto 

S^sSf ?rJlL^*> ^""^^^^ 1^^ statements that the information in the iubsequent or addJS 

wI^p^fat^wL^^^ "'^ °^ ^ asVed as 
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inSayao^r^S ^StZ^ll!!!*'' ?"te?3*feKa)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
inaustriai applicability, citations and explanations supporting such statement 



or 



1. Statennent 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicabrlity (lA) 



Yes; Claims 1-3 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1-3 

No: Claims 

Yes; Claims 1-3 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 :US5449911 A(CREZEEETAL)12September1995(1995-09-12) ' 

D2 : EP 0 436 244 A (AWETA B.V) 10 July 1991 (1991-07-10) 

D3 : EP 0 332 477 A (SOCIETE MONTALBANAISE DE CONSTRUCTION 

MECANIQUE, DUE S.M.C.M) 13 September 1989 (1989-09-13) 

D4 : FR 2 705 593 A (FACHAUX PIERRE; FACHAUX JEAN) 2 December 1 994 

(1994-12-02) 

Document D1 . which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
discloses an apparatus for checking vegetables or fruits according to the preamble 
of claim 1 . 

From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs by Its characterising 
features i.e. features related to the conveying device for conveying the items 
under the checking camera. 



2.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) The problem 
to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to improve the 
presentation of the items to be checked towards the camera. 

2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application Is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 02, 03 and D4 disclose a device for checking fruits or the like having a 
conveying device comprising rollers extending parallel to the advance direction but 
none of them discloses an additional reciprocating oscillating movement along the 
axial line of the rollers . 



Claims 2 and 3 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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